May 21, 2025

Mr. Brian Stone
Acting Director, National Science Foundation

The Honorable Brian Babin
Chair, House Committee on Science, Space and Technology
United States House of Representatives

The Honorable Zoe Lofgren
Ranking Member, House Committee on Science, Space and Technology
United States House of Representatives

The Honorable Ted Cruz
Chair, Senate Committee on Science, Commerce and Transportation
United States Senate

The Honorable Maria Cantwell
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Science, Commerce and Transportation
United States Senate

Dr. Victor R. McCrary, Jr.
Acting Chair, National Science Board

Dear Acting Director Stone, Members of Congress and of the National Science Board,

On April 15, 2025, the National Science Foundation (NSF) dissolved 12 of its directorate and
initiative-level advisory committees—panels that have long served as vital sources of expertise
and public accountability for the agency. These advisory committees, created under the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, are composed of leaders in the sciences who advise the NSF on its role
advancing science in the national interest. Their meetings are open to the public and, until they
were wiped from the internet following the disestablishment of the committees, the agendas,
minutes and records of the meetings were available to the public on the NSF’s website. The
justification provided for the termination of the advisory committees was Executive Order
14099, Commencing the Reduction of the Federal Bureaucracy. The purported goal of
disestablishing these crucial sources of expertise was “to minimize waste, fraud, abuse, and
inflation.” But the true cost of this action will not be in dollars saved—it will be in damage done
to American scientific leadership, innovation capacity, and global competitiveness.



As recent members of the now-dissolved advisory committees, we write to express deep concern
about this abrupt and ill-conceived decision. While the stated goal of the executive order is to
minimize waste and fraud, NSF advisory committees do not contribute to bureaucratic bloat.
These committees are not composed of federal employees, but of scientists, educators, and
industry experts who offer their expertise at nominal cost (committee members are paid a flat
rate covering meals and expenses), motivated by a commitment to advance science in the public
interest.

The NSF’s mission is to promote the progress of science, advance national health and prosperity,
and secure the national defense, a charter it pursues through the distribution of competitive, peer-
reviewed grants for fundamental research. It is globally recognized as the gold standard for
research funding, with a rigorous peer-review process that requires proposals to demonstrate
both intellectual merit and broader societal impacts. External peer reviewers, entirely unpaid,
ensure that rigorous standards are upheld, and expert panelists are convened (again, nominally
reimbursed) to provide guidance to NSF program directors in selecting only the most
competitive proposals for funding. But peer review is only one part of a robust system of
oversight. Advisory committees provide an additional level of transparency and strategic
guidance, helping the agency prioritize investments, ensure public interests are served, monitor
outcomes, and remain attuned to emerging trends in science and technology.

The move to eliminate the NSF’s advisory committees is part of a larger and extremely
concerning series of recent policy moves which will greatly reduce the agency’s effectiveness
and threaten our country’s long-term economic security. Between 50% and 80% of U.S.
economic growth has been attributed to advances in science and technology, with social rates of
return on R&D investments approaching 40%. NSF funding has underpinned transformative
developments in computing, biotechnology, climate science, and beyond. These investments
depend not just on funding levels, but on the quality and integrity of decision-making—integrity
that advisory committees help ensure.

The damage to American scientific leadership cannot be overstated. For more than 70 years, the
NSF has served as a beacon of scientific rigor, trust, and transparency. The advisory committees
are a cornerstone of that legacy. Their dissolution sends a chilling message: that independent
scientific advice is expendable, and that evidence-based policymaking can be sidelined.

We urge the National Science Foundation to reinstate the agency’s advisory committees
immediately, and to return to its role pursuing excellence in research, restoring public trust in
American scientific progress. We further call on Congress to take action to protect the integrity
of scientific governance, and to affirm the critical role of external, independent expert review and
oversight in the strategic deployment of federal research investments. America’s global
leadership in science and innovation and the well-being of future generations depend on it.



Signed (with former advisory committee membership below the signature),

Dr. Tilak Agerwala

Head, Innovation and STEM, Turn the Bus

Adjunct Associate Professor, Seidenberg College of CS&IS,

Pace University, New York

IBM Vice President (retired)

Business and Operations Advisory Committee

National Artificial Intelligence Research Resource Pilot Subcommittee

Dr. Brenda Allen
President, Lincoln University
Advisory Committee for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences

Dr. Richard B. Alley
Advisory Committee for Geosciences

Dr. Susan C. Antén,

Julius Silver, Roslyn S. Silver & Enid Silver Winslow Professor of Anthropology
New York University

Advisory Committee for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences

Dr. Stephen Bach

Assistant Professor

Computer Science Department

Brown University

National Artificial Intelligence Research Resource Pilot Subcommittee

Dr. Megan Bang

Professor of the Learning Sciences

Director, Center of Native American and Indigenous Research
Northwestern University

Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education

Dr. Marie Banich

Distinguished Professor, Institute of Cognitive Science,
Department of Psychology & Neuroscience

University of Colorado Boulder

Advisory Committee for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences



Dr. Henry L. Bart Jr.

Director, Tulane University Biodiversity Research Institute
Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Tulane University

Advisory Committee for the Directorate for Biological Sciences
Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education

Dr. Philip Bart

Professor in the Department of Geology and Geophysics
Louisiana State University

Advisory Committee for Geosciences

Dr. Rachel Beane

Anne T. and Robert M. Bass Professor of Earth and Oceanographic Science
Bowdoin College

Advisory Committee for Geosciences

Dr. Thomas Brock

Director, Community College Research Center
Teachers College, Columbia University

Directorate for STEM Education Advisory Committee

Dr. Shawn T. Brown

Senior Director of Engineering
Hewlett-Packard Enterprise

Business and Operations Advisory Committee

Dr. Todd Campbell

Professor of Science Education

University of Connecticut

Directorate for STEM Education Advisory Committee

Dr. Matthew Church

Professor, Flathead Lake Biological Station
University of Montana

Advisory Committee for Geosciences

Dr. Jennifer Cole

Professor and Chair, Linguistics

Northwestern University

Advisory Committee for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences



Melissa Collins

2023-2024 Tennessee Teacher of the Year

John P. Freeman Optional School

Directorate for STEM Education Advisory Committee

Dr. Robyn Mieko Dahl

Associate Professor

Department of Geology & SMATE
Western Washington University
Advisory Committee for Geosciences

Kathleen Dahlberg

Chief Executive Officer

Ovention

Business and Operations Advisory Committee

Dr. Thomas Daniel

President & CEO, Washington Research Foundation

Emeritus Professor

Department of Biology & Program in Neuroscience

University of Washington

Advisory Committee for the Directorate for Biological Sciences

Dr. Joseph H. Davis

Whitehead Associate Professor of Biology

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Advisory Committee for the Directorate for Biological Sciences

Dr. Judy Diamond

Professor Emeritus & Curator

University of Nebraska State Museum and UNL Libraries
Directorate for STEM Education Advisory Committee

Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education

Dr. Tabbetha A. Dobbins

Professor of Physics

Dean of the School of Graduate Studies

Rowan University

Mathematical and Physical Sciences Advisory Committee



Karina Montilla Edmonds

Senior Vice President

SAP Global Head of Academics and University Alliances
SAP

Directorate for Engineering Advisory Committee

Dr. Diana Frances Elder

Associate Professor

School of Earth and Sustainability
Northern Arizona University
Advisory Committee for Geosciences

Dr. Douglas Emlen

Regents Professor

Division of Biological Sciences

University of Montana

Advisory Committee for the Directorate for Biological Sciences

Dr. Karen Emmorey

Distinguished Professor

School of Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences

San Diego State University

Advisory Committee for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences

Dr. Lorelle Espinosa
Directorate for STEM Education Advisory Committee

Dr. Gabriel Filippelli

Chancellor's Professor

Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences

Executive Director, Indiana University Environmental Resilience Institute
Indiana University, Indianapolis

Advisory Committee for Geosciences

Dr. Kusali Gamage

Adjunct Professor in Geology
Austin Community College
Advisory Committee for Geosciences



Dr. Rayid Ghani

Distinguished Career Professor

Carnegie Mellon University

National Artificial Intelligence Research Resource Pilot Subcommittee

Dr. Roscoe Giles

Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering and of Computing & Data Science
Boston University

National Artificial Intelligence Research Resource Pilot Subcommittee

Dr. Kinnis Gosha

Hortenius I. Chenault Endowed Professor

Chair of Computer Science

Division of Science and Mathematics

Morehouse College

Advisory Committee for Computer Information Science and Engineering

Dr. Kristin Grimes

Research Associate Professor

Center for Marine & Environmental Studies
University of the Virgin Islands

Advisory Committee for Geosciences

Dr. Erich Grotewold

Professor, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and
Department of Plant Biology

Michigan State University

Advisory Committee for the Directorate for Biological Sciences

Dr. Melissa Haendel

Director of Precision Health & Translational Informatics

Sarah Graham Kenan Distinguished Professor

Professor of Genetics and Pediatrics

School of Data Science and Society

University of North Carolina Chapel Hill

National Artificial Intelligence Research Resource Pilot Subcommittee



Dr. Matthew Hahn

Distinguished Professor

Department of Biology and

Department of Computer Science

Indiana University

Advisory Committee for the Directorate for Biological Sciences

Dr. Eva Halkiadakis

Distinguished Professor of Physics

Rutgers University

Mathematical and Physical Sciences Advisory Committee

Dr. Martha P. Haynes

Distinguished Professor of Arts & Sciences in Astronomy Emerita
Cornell University

Office of International Science and Engineering Advisory Committee

Dr. Chris Johnson

Distinguished Professor

Kahlert School of Computing

University of Utah

Advisory Committee for Computer Information Science and Engineering

Dr. Odis Johnson Jr.

Bloomberg Distinguished Professor of Social Policy & STEM Equity
Johns Hopkins University

Directorate for STEM Education Advisory Committee

Dr. Holly Jones

Professor, Department of Biological Sciences and

Institute for the Study of the Environment, Sustainability and Energy
Northern Illinois University

Office of International Science and Engineering Advisory Committee

Dr. Vera Kuklina

Research Professor

Department of Geography & Environment
The George Washington University
Advisory Committee for Geosciences



Dr. Ed Lazowska

Professor, Bill & Melinda Gates Chair Emeritus

Paul G. Allen School of Computer Science & Engineering

University of Washington

National Artificial Intelligence Research Resource Pilot Subcommittee

Dr. Robin Leichenko

Distinguished Professor

Department of Geography

Rutgers University

Advisory Committee for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences
Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education

Dr. Bette A. Loiselle

Director, Tropical Conservation and Development Program

Center for Latin American Studies &

Professor, Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation
University of Florida

Office of International Science and Engineering Advisory Committee

Dr. Julius B. Lucks

Professor Chemical and Biological Engineering

Co-Director, Center for Synthetic Biology

Northwestern University

Advisory Committee for the Directorate for Biological Sciences

Dr. Jeanna Matthews

Professor, Department of Computer Science

Clarkson University

Advisory Committee for Computer Information Science and Engineering

Dr. Mary Maxon

Executive Vice President

Carnegie Science

Advisory Committee for the Directorate for Biological Sciences

Dr. David Mayo

Senior Director for Research Administration
California Institute of Technology

Business and Operations Advisory Committee



Dr. C. Robertson McClung

Patricia F. and William B. Hale 1944 Professor in the Arts and Sciences
Professor, Department of Biological Sciences

Dartmouth College

Advisory Committee for the Directorate for Biological Sciences

Lynda McGilvary

Education Outreach Director

Geophysical Institute

University of Alaska Fairbanks

Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education

Dr. Amy McGovern

Lloyd G. and Joyce Austin Presidential Professor

School of Meteorology and School of Computer Science

Director, NSF AI2ES

University of Oklahoma

Advisory Committee for Computer Information Science and Engineering

Dr. Claire Monteleoni

Professor, Department of Computer Science

University of Colorado Boulder

Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education

Dr. Sanjay Natarajan

Senior Vice President

General Manager

Intel Foundry Research & External R&D Engagements
Intel Corporation

Directorate for Engineering Advisory Committee

Dr. Michele Nishiguchi

Professor, Molecular & Cell Biology and

Associate Dean for Equity, Justice & Inclusive Excellence
University of California Merced

Advisory Committee for the Directorate for Biological Sciences

Dr. Robert Nobles

Vice President for Research Administration
Emory University

Business and Operations Advisory Committee



Dr. Anne-Marie Nufiez

Distinguished Centennial Professor

Educational Leadership and Foundations

The University of Texas at El Paso

Directorate for STEM Education Advisory Committee

Dr. Kristin O'Brien
Advisory Committee for Geosciences

Dr. Jessica O'Reilly

Associate Professor of International Studies
Indiana University Bloomington

Advisory Committee for Geosciences

Dr. Francisca Oboh-Ikuenobe

Professor & Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Earth Sciences and Engineering Department
College of Engineering and Computing

Missouri University of Science and Technology
Advisory Committee for Geosciences

Dr. Jonathan Padwe

Associate Professor of Anthropology

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

Office of International Science and Engineering Advisory Committee

Ismael Pagan Trinidad
Directorate for Engineering Advisory Committee

Dr. Rajul Pandya

Professor of Practice, Mary Lou Fulton College for Teaching and Learning Innovation
Executive Director, Global Futures Education Alliance

Arizona State University

Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education

Dr. Diane Pataki

Vice President for Science and

Chief Scientist

National Wildlife Federation

Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education



Dr. James W. Pellegrino

Emeritus Professor of Psychology and Learning Sciences
Founding Co-Director, Learning Sciences Research Institute
University of Illinois Chicago

Directorate for STEM Education Advisory Committee

Dr. Anne C Petersen

Survey Research Center

University of Michigan

Office of International Science and Engineering Advisory Committee

Dr. Timothy M. Pinkston

George Pfleger Chaired Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Vice Dean for Faculty Affairs

USC Viterbi School of Engineering

University of Southern California

Advisory Committee for Computer Information Science and Engineering

Dr. Jill Pipher

Elisha Benjamin Andrews Professor of Mathematics
Department of Mathematics

Brown University

Mathematical and Physical Sciences Advisory Committee

Dr. Albert P. Pisano

Dean and

Walter J. Zable Distinguished Professor

Jacobs School of Engineering

University of California San Diego

Directorate for Engineering Advisory Committee

Dr. Raina Plowright

RudolfJ. and Katharine L. Steffen Professor

Department of Public and Ecosystem Health

College of Veterinary Medicine and

Atkinson Scholar

Cornell Atkinson Center for Sustainability

Cornell University

Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education



Claire Porter

Products and Data Manager

Polar Geospatial Center

University of Minnesota

Advisory Committee for Cyberinfrastructure

Dr. Julie R. Posselt

Professor of Education

Executive Director, Center for Enrollment Research, Policy, and Practice
University of Southern California

Directorate for STEM Education Advisory Committee

Dr. Darren J. Ranco

Chair of Native American Programs

Professor of Anthropology

Coordinator of Native American Research

Faculty Fellow, Mitchell Center for Sustainability Solutions
University of Maine

Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education

Dr. Joshua L. Rosenbloom

Professor and Department Chair

Department of Economics

Iowa State University

Advisory Committee for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences

Dr. Jeremy Roschelle
Directorate for STEM Education Advisory Committee

Dr. Eduardo Salcedo

Assistant Professor, Engineering, Technology and Design
Miami Dade College West Campus

Directorate for STEM Education Advisory Committee

Dr. David Williamson Shaffer

Sears Bascom Professor of Learning Analytics
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Directorate for STEM Education Advisory Committee



Dr. Britney Schmidt

Associate Professor

Departments of Astronomy and
Earth & Atmospheric Sciences
Cornell University

Advisory Committee for Geosciences

Dr. Susan Sinnott

Head and Professor

Department of Materials Science and Engineering and
Professor

Department of Chemistry

The Pennsylvania State University

Mathematical and Physical Sciences Advisory Committee

Dr. Pamela S. Soltis

Distinguished Professor & Curator

Florida Museum of Natural History

Director of the University of Florida Biodiversity Institute
University of Florida

Advisory Committee for the Directorate for Biological Sciences

Dr. William B. Tolman

Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences

Al and Mary Agnes McQuinn Distinguished Chair in Arts and Sciences
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN

Mathematical and Physical Sciences Advisory Committee

Dr. Rodolfo H. Torres
Mathematical and Physical Sciences Advisory Committee
Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education

Dr. Caroline S. Wagner

Professor of Public Policy

John Glenn College of Public Aftairs

The Ohio State University

Office of International Science and Engineering Advisory Committee



Dr. Ebonya Washington

Laurans A. and Arlene Mendelson Professor of Economics and
Professor of International and Public Affairs

Columbia University

Advisory Committee for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences

Dr. Suzanne L. Weekes

Chief Executive Officer

Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics
Mathematical and Physical Sciences Advisory Committee

Dr. Kennedy S. Wekesa

Associate Provost for Academic Affairs and

Professor of Biology

Alabama State University

Advisory Committee for the Directorate for Biological Sciences

Dr. Cathy Whitlock

Regents Professor Emerita of Earth Sciences

Montana State University

Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education

Andrew Wyckoff

Nonresident Senior Fellow, The Brookings Institution

Visiting Senior Fellow, European University Institute

Advisory Committee for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences

Maureen E. Wylie

Chief Financial Officer, Retired

Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Business and Operations Advisory Committee



